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Usually when we think of Arizona in Spanish Colonial

times we have an image of crumbling adobe walls with

ragged settlers cowering in fear, just waiting to suffer

slow, tortured death at the hands of hostile Indians. The

truth is something very different. The settler of the

frontier we know as the American Southwest was as

tough and resourceful as any Davy Crocket or Daniel

Boone. Danger and disease were always lingering about

and the challenges of survival were many, but the

settlers lived a good, productive life. In between field

work and child raising the women followed the latest

fashions from Britain and France and bought ribbon and

silk. Soldiers took pride in who they were and what

they accomplished. Life was rough, but these colonists

persevered and carved out a settlement that impacts

every part of our lives today. 
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Preservation, has been a National Park Ranger and long

time volunteer for years. His interest in life on the Spanish

Colonial frontier army resulted in designing and creating

costumes for the Anza National Historic Trail. He volunteers

in the Spanish Colonial collection of the Arizona Historical
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