
         

 
 

The First Development Project for the

 Steam Pump Ranch has been Approved!

The Oro Valley Historical Society and the Town attorneys completed their operating agreement so the Native
American Garden Project could proceed to the Town Council for discussion and consideration.  It was approved at
the February 18  Council Meeting  and subsequently signed by the Mayor and our OVHS President.th

We are very excited to have the green light to proceed with our plans.  We are planning to have the garden site ready
for a monsoon planting this summer.  We will need lots of volunteers to help once we get the garden underway.  The
Native American Garden will be located on the north side of the property and will start with traditional corn, beans,
and squash with native agaves nearby.  We are researching designs, crops, and watering methods and want to
connect the community and our schools to native and historic foods and farming methods.

The initial concept for the garden has two areas. 
The enclosed area will be the “Three Sisters” garden
which includes corn, beans and squash planted
together as companion plants.  The garden will
provide not only an educational opportunity but
establish the connection to local sources and
growing practices.  Plans are for some community
gatherings as well. 

Outside of the circular enclosed area will be rocky
mounds with Agave murpheyi plants.  This was an
important food and fiber source for the Hohokam
who farmed in the area. 

Our agreement also includes permission to conduct
guided tours at Steam Pump Ranch one Saturday per
month.  We plan to start the tours this summer.  Stay
tuned for more information and opportunities to
participate.

March 26  – Hohokam Lifeways in the Northern Tucson Basinth

Dr. Suzanne Fish is a curator of archaeology at the Arizona State Museum and a professor of anthropology at the
University of Arizona.  For many years her research has focused in the Arizona-Sonora borderlands involving
ethnobotany, traditional farming and Hohokam settlement patterns and social organization.  
This presentation will be held at the new Wyndham Hotel, Steam Pump Village, 11075 N. Oracle Road, 6:30 PM.

April 9  – Our Ranching Legacyth

This will be a panel discussion providing various perspectives on the Ranching heritage of the greater Oro Valley
area.  Panelists include Barbara Marriott, author of “Images of America: Oro Valley”, Henry Zipf, grandson of
George Pusch, Ben Williams, author of “Tales of the Southwest”, and Russell True, owner of the White Stallion
Ranch. We’ll also have maps to help us locate some of the old-time ranching areas.  Please join us for an evening of

history and stories.  This presentation will be at the Oro Valley Library Meeting Room, 6:30 PM.
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           Native American Demonstration Garden - sketch by  Joyce Rychener



President’s Message - Activities Galore!
 

Spring is always a busy time in Oro Valley but
there are programs that allow us to pause and look
back on the past and our cultural heritage.  March is
Archaeology Awareness Month Arizona.  There are
specific programs and activities being held
throughout the state celebrating archaeology. An
Archaeology Expo is being held in Phoenix this
year.  May is National Historic Preservation Month
where the emphasis is on significant historic

buildings and structures.  It celebrates the unique and diverse heritage
of our country’s cities and towns.  

Our Town Heritage Month in April fits well between these two months
and is an opportunity to celebrate our local history.  This is the first
year the Oro Valley Historical Society is sponsoring a Town Heritage
Month, in honor of the Town’s 35  birthday (founded April 17 , 1974)th th

and in appreciation of the cultural resources within our Town.  The
lecture series, heritage guide and other activities are funded in part by
a Community Funding grant from the Town of Oro Valley.  So, please
join us for some of the activities listed on page 3 (and on the Flyer).

Pat Spoerl 

        

Steam Pump Ranch Community Day- April 18th
The Town of  Oro Valley is holding a Communnity Heritage Day at
Steam Pump Ranch on April 18 .  The event is the first time the publicth

will be able to visit the historic site and walk on the property.  The day
also celebrates the Town’s 35  anniversary and the Mayor will cut ath

birthday cake.   OVHS is very excited about this event and is
providing a number of activities for this special day.  . . .
   

E History stations staffed by OVHS members to share photos and
history about various features of the Steam Pump Ranch.
   

E A youth area by Old Pueblo Archaeology that will provide a
glimpse at what prehistoric times have been like in the area including a
few hands on activities.
   

E A memory station to record you memories of ranching life.
   

E A photo station so you can take your picture with the likeness of
the first owners of the Steam Pump Ranch, George and Matilda Pusch.
   

E Horses and colts to show and demonstrate some traditional
cowboy and western skills including a blacksmith.
   

E A chance to see inside some of the building at Steam Pump.
   

E Visit with cowboys and ranchers who worked on some of the
southern Arizona ranches.
   

 Volunteers are needed for this April 18th Community Day Event 
      Email us or call Pat at 297-7347 if you would like to help
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                    Don’t Miss Any of these Great Events!



Ballots - If you are a current (2009) OVHS Member, a
ballot is enclosed for you to be able to vote for up to
five Board Members.  We have three of the four
existing Board Members running for a second term
and two new candidates.  If you have a Family
Membership you are allowed to use both voting
columns on the ballot (two votes). 

The ballot must be returned to OVHS before Friday
March 27  or brought to the March 26  meeting.  Theth th

enclosed ballot can be folded in half, taped on the
edges and mailed to us, don’t forget a first class
postage stamp.

Membership Cards - If you have renewed your
Membership for 2009 we have also enclosed a new
membership card, please check it to be sure it is
correct.  If you are a Life Member and have lost your
card, you can request a new card by emailing or
writing to us.

Town Heritage Month Flyer - Also enclosed is our
Town Heritage Month 2009 flyer, the same
information contained on page 3 of this newsletter. 
Please share it with a friend who may be interested in
the upcoming events.

                                      

See our website for a color version of this Newsletter
                            www.ovhistory.org  

   Six Great Events!!! 
   Details Inside...

Membership Fees - Some of our Membership fees
will be changing effective July 1, 2009.  Please see
the table below.

Annual Memberships Current

Fees

After June

Fees

Family $25 $25

Single $15 $15

Student $5 $10

Corp, Institution $75 $100

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - -  - - - - - - - 

Life Memberships

Family $200 $400

Corp, Institution $400 not available

Newsletters - We are currently publishing
newsletters six times a year.  Our newsletters are
mailed to those members without email addresses
(black and white copies) and made available to all
others (color version) on our web site.  We mail a
copy to all members when we have any enclosures,
like this month.

      P.O. Box 69754 - Oro Valley, AZ 85737


